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Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflect the frequency of food 

fraud in a particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take any 

responsibility for the validity of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not be 

regarded as stating an official position of the European Commission. 

 

Eleven people died in the Kampot province after drinking home-brewed rice wine contaminated 

with high levels of methanol. 

Xinhuanet Manila Metro 

 
Cambodia 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

As part of “Operación Slice”, the Civil Guard seized 63 000 packages of ham and loin (total 

value of 967 000 euros) wrongly labelled as “Iberian” and unfit for human consumption. 

Documents and certificates were falsified as well. 

Voz Populi 

 
Spain 

 
Meat and meat products 

(other than poultry) 

 

Documents 

Mislabelling 

   

The Italian operation “Ghost Wine” led to the seizure of 30 000 litres of counterfeit wine, 60 

litres of synthetic aromas, caramel and other substances usually used to adulterate wine (total 

value of 500 000 euros). The criminals added several substances to low-quality wine, 

ultimately selling their products mislabelled as Geographical Indications. 

Il Fatto Alimentare  Geos News Roma Today Salute Gov Rinnovabili

 Il Fatto Alimentare 

 
Italy 

 
Food additives and 
flavourings 
Wine 

 

IPR – Intellectual property 

rights 

Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

A Bulgaria-based criminal organisation imported rice from Ukraine and Egypt and falsified the 

label with the logo of the famous Australian rice brand “SunRice”. Products were exported from 

Romania to EU, UK, Canada, Israel, and Saudi Arabia. The Australian company estimated that 

hundreds of tonnes of their rice have been falsified, especially because the company was 

unable to sell the SunRice brand into the EU (thus all European products were virtually 

counterfeit). 

Securing Industry 

 
Bulgaria 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

 

IPR – Intellectual property 

rights 

   

Food Fraud Cases 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/asiapacific/2021-07/04/c_1310042591.htm
https://www.manilametro.com/news/270167514/xinhua-asia-pacific--summary-at-1700-gmt-july-4
https://www.vozpopuli.com/espana/dia-jamon-embutidos-falsos-ibericos.html
https://ilfattoalimentare.it/vino-sofisticato-sequestri.html
https://it.geosnews.com/p/it/lazio/rm/roma/ghost-wine-sequestrati-30mila-litri-di-vino-dop-alterato-con-caramello_34586529
https://www.romatoday.it/cronaca/sequestro-vino-alterato-caramello.html
https://www.salute.gov.it/portale/news/p3_2_1_2_1.jsp?lingua=italiano&menu=notizie&p=nas&id=2242
https://www.rinnovabili.it/agrifood/operazione-ghost-wine-contro-i-vini-fantasma/
https://www.rinnovabili.it/agrifood/operazione-ghost-wine-contro-i-vini-fantasma/
https://ilfattoalimentare.it/vino-sofisticato-sequestro.html
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/criminal-gang-counterfeits-aussie-rice-brand-sunrice/s104/a13661/#.YOa3DudS93t
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The European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF), together with the national authorities of the affected 
countries, dismantled a criminal organisation selling fake rum. The products were produced in 
the Dominican Republic, bottled in Honduras (with fake labels from China), shipped from 
Honduras and Guatemala to Netherlands, and transported to Spain for being sold. The 
authorities seized 340 000 bottles, for a total value of 4.5 million euros. 
Food Safety News 

 
World 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

Counterfeit 

Mislabelling 

   

The Lithuanian authorities seized 2 tons of food products lacking the required traceability 

documentation and in poor storing conditions, plus 2 tons of butter from Germany with labels 

not complying with the legislation. 

Food Safety News 

 
Lithuania 

 
Food 

Milk and milk products 

 

Documents 

Mislabelling 

   

The data of the OPSON X operation (December 2020 – June 2021) have been published. 

Europol and INTERPOL, together with DG OLAF, DG SANTE, EUIPO and 72 countries (including 

26 Member States), coordinated the international investigation, ultimately leading to the 

seizure of 15.5 tons of illicit products (total value of almost 54 million euros) and the 

disruption of 42 criminal networks. The most seized goods in Operation OPSON X were alcohol 

and food supplements, followed by cereals and grain products. 

EUROPOL INTERPOL  OLAF BVL IDW Online SAPO Market 

Screener  Food Safety News Food Ingredients First Herd-und-Hof.de 

 Securing Industry  Agrodigital AgenParl Guardia Civil  

Noticiaspress Diario de Leon La Sexta  Food Navigator  Euro Weekly 

News  Euro News Merkur  Food Safety News AFSCA 

 RTBF Brussels Times  Food Safety News Consumatore  

 
World 

 
Food 

 

All 

   

The Pakistan authorities seized 2100 litres of milk diluted with water. 
Urdu Point 
 
In a second operation, The Pakistan authorities seized other 3000 litres of milk adulterated 
with water and chemicals. 
Urdu Point 

 
Pakistan 

 
Milk and milk products 

 

Replacement/ dilution/ 

addition/ removal 

Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

The Saudi Food and Drug Authority seized 412 tons of shrimps, as they were repackaged 
changing their expiry dates and with falsified labels, potentially threatening consumer health. 
Arab News 

 
Saudi Arabia 

 
Crustaceans and products 

thereof 

 

Mislabelling 

   

Oceana Canada published their latest report, highlighting that seafood fraud affected 46% of 
the samples (43 out of 94) collected in spring in four major cities (Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa, 
and Toronto). Whereas the mislabelling rate at the retail stage was 6.5%, the percentage rose 
dramatically to 56-65% at restaurants. 
Oceana Canada  Oceana press release  Seafood Source  Market Scanner 
Montreal Gazette  National Observer Chatman Daily News CTV News 
Radio-Canada  Saltwire  Global News Toronto Sun Affidia 
 Securing Industry  Decernis  Food Safety Tech   
 

 
Canada 

 
Bivalve molluscs and 
products thereof 
Cephalopods and 

products thereof 

Crustaceans and products 

thereof 

Fish and fish products 

Gastropods 

 

Mislabelling 

Replacement/ dilution/ 

addition/ removal 

   

https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/07/eu-agency-helps-dismantle-fraudulent-rum-network/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/07/officials-seize-potentially-unsafe-food-in-lithuania-outbreak-discovered/
https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/15-000-tonnes-of-illegal-food-and-beverages-market
https://www.interpol.int/en/News-and-Events/News/2021/Illicit-food-and-drink-worth-EUR-53-million-seized-in-global-operation
https://ec.europa.eu/anti-fraud/media-corner/news/22-07-2021/over-1-million-litres-wine-and-alcoholic-beverages-seized-under-olaf_en
https://www.bvl.bund.de/DE/Arbeitsbereiche/01_Lebensmittel/03_Verbraucher/16_Food_Fraud/06_OPSON_Operationen/OPSON-X/OPSON_Operationen_node.html
https://idw-online.de/de/news773156
https://24.sapo.pt/atualidade/artigos/europol-apreende-mais-de-15-mil-toneladas-de-alimentos-e-bebidas-ilegais-incluindo-em-portugal
https://www.marketscreener.com/news/latest/15-000-tonnes-of-illegal-food-and-beverages-off-the-market--35913358/
https://www.marketscreener.com/news/latest/15-000-tonnes-of-illegal-food-and-beverages-off-the-market--35913358/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/07/crackdown-results-in-seizure-of-15000-tons-of-illegal-foodstuffs/
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/fighting-food-crime-honey-alcohol-and-horse-meat-fraud-rife-during-pandemic-flags-europol-interpol.html
https://herd-und-hof.de/handel-/lebensmittel-fakes.html
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/latest-opson-food-fraud-action-zeroes-in-on-honey-/s104/a13709/#.YQlv9edS-3o
https://www.agrodigital.com/2021/07/23/388070/
https://agenparl.eu/operazione-opson-x-coldiretti-affronto-al-sistema-vitivinicolo-veneto-tolleranza-zero-sulle-frodi/
https://www.guardiacivil.es/es/prensa/noticias/7928.html
http://www.noticiaspress.es/2021/07/la-guardia-civil-detiene-e-investiga-a-120-personas-en-16-operaciones-contra-el-fraude-alimentario/
https://www.diariodeleon.es/articulo/provincia/incautadas-25000-botellas-bodegas-leonesas-fraude-alimentario/202107311237462134632.html
https://www.lasexta.com/noticias/sociedad/macrooperacion-fraude-alimentario-alcohol-moluscos-vegetales-carne-caballo-falsificados-licencia_20210731610582c6007f4e0001cdb0b3.html
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2021/08/04/Europol-Low-quality-products-have-infiltrated-the-food-supply-chain#.YQrqJtsOcmE.twitter
https://www.euroweeklynews.com/2021/07/31/food-fraud-arrests/
https://www.euroweeklynews.com/2021/07/31/food-fraud-arrests/
https://www-euronews-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/www.euronews.com/amp/2021/07/21/fake-wine-diluted-honey-and-horse-meat-confiscated-in-18-month-european-police-crackdown
https://www.merkur.de/leben/genuss/honig-betrug-opson-x-bvl-braunschweig-europa-eupol-interpol-zuckerzusatz-zuckersirup-zyx-zr-90901475.html?cmp=defrss
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/08/national-authorities-share-opson-results/
https://www.favv-afsca.be/professionnels/publications/presse/2021/2021-08-09.asp
https://www.rtbf.be/info/societe/detail_pres-de-20-des-passeports-etrangers-utilises-pour-les-chevaux-d-abattages-sont-en-partie-faux-selon-l-afsca?id=10821128
https://www.brusselstimes.com/news/belgium-all-news/180816/belgium-cracks-down-illegal-horse-meat/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/08/eu-agencies-quiet-on-horse-meat-reports/#more-206849
https://www.consumatore.com/2021/08/31/carne-equina-spacciata-per-carne-vitello/
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/13-milkmen-arrested-2100-liters-adulterated-1317680.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/food-authority-destroys-3000-liters-adulterat-1327809.html
https://arab.news/2bcw9
https://oceana.ca/en/publications/reports/seafood-fraud-canada-2021-testing-results-report?_ga=2.206506323.1146539783.1628157089-1035182829.1628157089
https://www.oceana.ca/en/press-center/press-releases/canada-still-lags-behind-other-countries-tackling-seafood-fraud
https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/food-safety-health/oceana-canada-discovers-seafood-mislabeling-in-four-major-cities
https://www.marketscreener.com/news/latest/Canada-Still-Lags-Behind-Other-Countries-in-Tackling-Seafood-Fraud--36063998/
https://montrealgazette.com/news/canada/think-youre-buying-snapper-not-so-fast-new-report-finds-nearly-half-of-seafood-samples-mislabelled
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2021/08/04/news/mislabelled-fish-sustainable-traceability-system
https://www.chathamdailynews.ca/news/canada/think-youre-buying-snapper-not-so-fast-new-report-finds-nearly-half-of-seafood-samples-mislabelled
https://www.ctvnews.ca/sci-tech/about-half-of-the-seafood-you-buy-is-probably-mislabelled-new-findings-suggest-1.5535916
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/1814375/poisson-mer-etiquetage-tracabilite-oceana-canada
https://www.saltwire.com/prince-edward-island/business/oceana-report-says-canada-needs-better-regulations-to-curb-seafood-fraud-mislabeling-100620871/
https://globalnews.ca/news/8092106/report-half-of-seafood-canada-mislabeled/
https://torontosun.com/news/national/braun-seafood-fraud-a-serious-issue-in-canada-says-advocates
https://affidiajournal.com/en/canada-continues-to-lag-behind-other-countries-in-combating-seafood-fraud
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/oceana-study-finds-seafood-fraud-still-rife-in-canada/s104/a13775/#.YR9tCudS-3o
https://decernis.com/if-fish-could-talk/
https://foodsafetytech.com/column/if-fish-could-talk/
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The Italian authorities seized 1 ton of pigmeat products lacking any traceability 
documentation. 
Stretto Web 

 
Italy 

 
Meat and meat products 

(other than poultry) 

 

Documents 

   

The Italian authorities seized 500 kg of frozen fish for sushi (mostly salmon) lacking any 
traceability documentation and sold as fresh. Products were also failing to comply with the 
hygiene requirements. 
Il Reggino Calabria 7 Tempo Stretto City Now LAC News 
 Approdo Calabria  Nuova Cosenza  Il Dispaccio  Reggio 
TV CN 24  Strill.it  Zoom24  Il Meridio Il Quotidiano 
del Sud  Il Metropolitano  Stretto Web ANSA Reggio Today 
 Soverato Web  Green Me TeleClub Italia  CDN 
 Fanpage  Blitz quotidiano  Il Messaggero Il Gazzettino
 ZeroUno TV Il Sussidiario.net  Urban Post Il Sole 24 Ore
 Cosenza Page  Corriere Adriatico  Day Italia News  Libero 
Quotidiano Oggi Notizie Pubblicità Italia   
 
In a second operation, Italian authorities seized 1 ton of fish not respecting the traceability 
legislation.  
Itaca Notizie Blog Sicilia Live Sicilia Giornale di Sicilia  Sicilia Oggi 
Notizie   Tp24   
 
In a third operation, authorities seized 1.2 tons of seafood not compliant as well with the food 
traceability legislation. 
Giornale di Sicilia  QdS Blog Sicilia  
 
In a fourth operation, 11 swordfishes (for a total weight of 350 kg) have been seized because 
lacking any documentation required by the law. 
Agricultura 

 
Italy 

 
Bivalve molluscs and 
products thereof 
Cephalopods and 

products thereof 

Crustaceans and products 

thereof 

Fish and fish products 

Gastropods 

 

Documents 

Mislabelling 

   

A recent study shows that in the capital city Pristina 32% of beef- and 8% of chicken-based 
products contain pigmeat (based on 62 samples), according to real-time PCR and ELISA 
methods.  
Agriculture Journals 

 
Kosovo 

 
Meat and meat products 

(other than poultry) 

Poultry meat and poultry 

meat products 

 

Replacement/ dilution/ 

addition/ removal 

   

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) of India analysed through NMR a total of 86 honey 
samples from producers, sellers and distributors. The authorities discovered that 52 samples 
were altered with sugars (e.g. mannose, maltose, maltotriose) and artificial molecules. The 
authorities seized 3.5 tons of honey stock. 
FNB News Times of India   

 
India 

 
Honey and royal jelly 

 

Replacement/ dilution/ 

addition/ removal 

   

In the context of the operation “Aquaris”, the Brazilian authorities seized 770 kg of seafood 
products lacking the required traceability documentation. 
G1 Globo  

 
Brazil 

 
Bivalve molluscs and 
products thereof 
Cephalopods and 

products thereof 

Crustaceans and products 

thereof 

Fish and fish products 

Gastropods 

http://www.strettoweb.com/2021/07/operazione-tutum-maxi-sequestro-di-carne-suina-a-parma/1208035/
https://www.ilreggino.it/cronaca/2021/08/07/reggio-calabria-i-carabinieri-del-nas-sequestrano-500-kg-di-prodotti-ittici-per-sushi/
https://calabria7.it/scarafaggi-e-insetti-in-cucina-i-nas-chiudono-un-ristorante-nel-reggino/
https://www.tempostretto.it/video/reggio-calabria-sequestrati-500-kg-di-prodotti-ittici-per-sushi-video.html
https://www.citynow.it/sushi-sequestro-ristorante-reggio-calabria/
https://www.lacnews24.it/cronaca/scarafaggi-nel-pesce-usato-per-preparare-il-sushi-chiuso-il-ristorante-e-denunciato-il-proprietario_140845/
https://www.approdocalabria.it/giornale/reggio-calabria-sequestrati-500-kg-di-prodotti-ittici-per-sushi-dai-carabinieri-del-nas/
http://www.nuovacosenza.com/cs/21/ago/07/sushi-nas.html
https://ildispaccio.it/reggio-calabria/279459-reggio-sequestrati-500-chili-di-prodotti-ittici-per-sushi
https://www.reggiotv.it/notizie/cronaca/76763/reggio-calabria-nas-sequestrano-500-kg-prodotti-ittici-sushi-ristorante-centro
https://www.reggiotv.it/notizie/cronaca/76763/reggio-calabria-nas-sequestrano-500-kg-prodotti-ittici-sushi-ristorante-centro
http://www.cn24tv.it/news/226138/prodotti-per-sushi-nocivi-per-la-salute-reggio-calabria.html
https://www.strill.it/citta/reggio/2021/08/reggio-calabria-scarafaggi-nel-pesce-usato-per-preparare-il-sushi-chiuso-ristorante/
https://www.zoom24.it/2021/08/07/sporco-scarafaggi-e-pesce-mal-conservato-in-locale-per-sushi-sequestrati-500kg-di-alimenti-video/
https://ilmeridio.it/scarafaggi-nei-prodotti-per-sushi-sospesa-lattivita-di-un-ristorante-reggino/
https://www.quotidianodelsud.it/calabria/reggio-calabria/cronache/nera/2021/08/07/oltre-500-chili-di-pesce-per-il-sushi-sequestrati-in-un-ristorante-di-reggio-calabria/
https://www.quotidianodelsud.it/calabria/reggio-calabria/cronache/nera/2021/08/07/oltre-500-chili-di-pesce-per-il-sushi-sequestrati-in-un-ristorante-di-reggio-calabria/
https://www.ilmetropolitano.it/2021/08/07/reggio-calabria-i-carabinieri-del-nas-sequestrano-500-kg-di-prodotti-ittici-per-sushi/
http://www.strettoweb.com/2021/08/reggio-calabria-sequestro-in-un-noto-locale-di-sushi/1223532/
https://www.ansa.it/calabria/notizie/2021/08/07/pesce-per-sushi-infestato-da-insetti-denunciato-ristoratore_02e8829d-427b-4831-bf58-34348fe8164c.html
https://www.reggiotoday.it/cronaca/controlli-nas-sequestro-pesce-ristorante-etnico.html
https://www.soveratoweb.com/sequestrati-dai-nas-500-chili-di-prodotti-ittici-per-sushi-in-un-ristorante/
https://www.greenme.it/mangiare/alimentazione-a-salute/sequestrati-500-kg-salmone-pesce-sushi-reggio-calabria/
https://www.teleclubitalia.it/229957/sushi-scarafaggi-e-insetti-in-cucina/
https://www.calabriadirettanews.com/2021/08/07/scarafaggi-e-pesce-mal-conservato-chiuso-ristorante-sushi-e-denunciato-il-proprietario/
https://www.fanpage.it/attualita/reggio-calabria-sporco-scarafaggi-e-insetti-sul-pesce-per-il-sushi-ristorante-sequestrato/
https://www.blitzquotidiano.it/cronaca-italia/ristorante-sushi-a-reggio-calabria-chiuso-dai-nas-pesce-e-carne-infestati-da-scarafaggi-ed-altri-insetti-3397714/
https://www.ilmessaggero.it/italia/sushi_ristorante_insetti_scarafaggi_reggio_calabria_cosa_e_successo_ultime_notizie-6126012.html
https://www.ilgazzettino.it/italia/cronaca_nera/sushi_ristorante_insetti_scarafaggi_reggio_calabria_cosa_e_successo_ultime_notizie-6126035.html
https://www.ilgazzettino.it/italia/cronaca_nera/sushi_ristorante_insetti_scarafaggi_reggio_calabria_cosa_e_successo_ultime_notizie-6126035.html
https://www.zerounotv.it/sequestrati-500-kg-di-salmone-per-il-sushi-e-altro-pesce-mal-conservato-e-infestato-da-insetti/
https://www.ilsussidiario.net/news/sushi-horror-reggio-calabria-insetti-e-blatte-ristorante-sequestrato-sporcizia-e/2206438/
https://urbanpost.it/reggio-calabria-sushi-sequestrato/
https://stream24.ilsole24ore.com/video/italia/reggio-calabria-carabinieri-nas-sequestrano-500-kg-pesce-sushi/AEBSIpb
https://stream24.ilsole24ore.com/video/italia/reggio-calabria-carabinieri-nas-sequestrano-500-kg-pesce-sushi/AEBSIpb
https://www.cosenzapage.it/cronaca/2021_08_07/pesce-per-sushi-infestato-da-insetti-denunciato-ristoratore-reggino_38363
https://www.corriereadriatico.it/attualita/sushi_ristorante_insetti_scarafaggi_reggio_calabria_cosa_e_successo_ultime_notizie_oggi_7_agosto_2021-6126144.html
https://www.dayitalianews.com/2021/08/07/reggio-calabria-alimenti-infestati-da-insetti-sequestrato-ristorante-cinese/
https://www.liberoquotidiano.it/news/italia/28238629/sushi-scarafaggi-muffa-sequestrati-500-kg-pesce-ristorante-orrori-in-italia.html
https://www.liberoquotidiano.it/news/italia/28238629/sushi-scarafaggi-muffa-sequestrati-500-kg-pesce-ristorante-orrori-in-italia.html
https://www.ogginotizie.it/pesce-per-sushi-infestato-da-insetti-denunciato-ristoratore/
https://www.pubblicitaitalia.com/en/pesce/news/reggio-calabria-500-kg-di-salmone-per-sushi-e-altro-pesce-mal-conservato
https://itacanotizie.it/2021/08/09/pesce-mal-conservato-e-privo-di-tracciabilita-sanzione-di-1500-e-per-il-titolare-di-una-ditta-trapanese/
https://www.blogsicilia.it/trapani/pesce-sequestrato-favignana-carabinieri/625235/?refresh_ce
https://livesicilia.it/2021/08/09/controlli-a-tappeto-110-kg-di-pesce-in-cattivo-stato-di-conservazione/?refresh_ce
https://trapani.gds.it/foto/cronaca/2021/08/09/favignana-scoperto-pesce-in-cattivo-stato-di-conservazione-e-senza-tracciabilita-un-denunciato-24f3928c-34a2-443d-a914-3f489c0fbee9/
https://www.siciliaogginotizie.it/2021/08/09/favignana-pesce-in-cattivo-stato-di-conservazione-e-senza-tracciabilita-denunciato-un-trapanese/
https://www.siciliaogginotizie.it/2021/08/09/favignana-pesce-in-cattivo-stato-di-conservazione-e-senza-tracciabilita-denunciato-un-trapanese/
https://www.tp24.it/2021/08/09/cronaca/pesce-mal-conservato-e-non-tracciato-multe-sequestri-e-denunce-a-favignana-nbsp/167089
https://palermo.gds.it/articoli/cronaca/2021/08/10/mille-chili-di-frutti-di-mare-sequestrati-sulla-palermo-mazara-multa-da-2-mila-euro-a43cf756-e9ec-4793-90b0-3a48edbd3f26/
https://qds.it/prodotti-ittici-senza-tracciabilita-per-venderli-a-palermo-sequestrati/
https://www.blogsicilia.it/palermo/dalla-puglia-palermo-sequestrata-tonnellata-frutti-di-mare/625595/?refresh_ce
https://www.agricultura.it/2021/08/23/sicurezza-alimentare-controlli-nel-pescarese-11-pesce-spada-privi-di-tracciabilita/
https://www.agriculturejournals.cz/web/cjfs.htm?type=article&id=164_2020-CJFS
http://www.fnbnews.com/Top-News/fda-launches-statewide-campaign-to-check-quality-of-honey-64809
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/experts-sound-note-of-caution-as-fda-finds-52-of-86-honey-samples-adulterated/articleshow/85336798.cms
https://g1.globo.com/df/distrito-federal/noticia/2021/08/11/operacao-apreende-770kg-de-pescados-e-produtos-vencidos-em-depositos-no-df.ghtml
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Documents 

   

The Indian authorities seized 13.5 tons of sago (a starch extract from palm stems) adulterated 
with wet starch, sulphuric acid, hydrogen peroxide, phosphoric acid, and calcium hypochlorite. 
Chemicals were mostly used for whitening sago. 
The Hindu 

 
India 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

 

Replacement/ dilution/ 

addition/ removal 

Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

The Brazilian authorities seized 173 000 litres of juices, nectars and coconut water 
adulterated with water and exogenous sugars (up to 30%). 
Gov.br 

 
Brazil 

 
Non-alcoholic beverages 

 

Replacement/ dilution/ 

addition/ removal 

Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

The operation “Fitofake” by the Brazilian authorities led to the discovery of a criminal network 
counterfeiting plant health certificates, required to import live plants into the national territory. 
The five criminal exporting companies were targeting Brazilian products as coffee, rice and 
pepper.  
Gov.br  Bem Parana Opovo  Istoe  Jornal de Brasilia 
Economia G1 Globo  
 
 

 
Brazil 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

Cocoa and cocoa 

preparations, coffee and 

tea 

Herbs and spices 

 

Documents 

   

The Spanish Seprona, the French Gendarmerie and EUROPOL are investigating the main 
Spanish marketer of nuts for selling pistachios mislabelled as “organic”. The products were 
mostly sold in France. The economic gain of such fraud is valued around 6 million euros. 
Diario de Aila  La Tribuna de Albacete  Andalucia informacion el 
Periodico Extremadura  La Opinion El Dia  Levante  Diari 
de Girona el Periodico de Aragon  Cordoba  Emporda Diario 
de Burgos Voz populi Diario Palentino  Libre Mercado  El 
Nacional  Fresh Plaza Diario de Avila   

 
Spain 

 
Nuts, nut products and 

seeds 

 

Mislabelling 

   

   

The Dairy Safety team of Punjab food Authority (PFA) destroyed 550 litres of milk adulterated 
with various thickening chemicals. 
Urdu Point 

 
India 

 
Milk and milk products 

 

Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   
The French Directorate General for Competition, Consumption and Fraud Control (DGCCRF) 
carried a survey between July and October 2019 in order to analyse the quality of spices sold 
on the French market, especially pepper, paprika and chili, cumin, turmeric, saffron and 
oregano. 26.4% of samples were characterised by some non-compliances: 

 Addition of other botanical parts to partly replace the spice 

 Adulteration with exogenous colouring dyes 

 Mislabelling of the species 

 Inability to prove the traceability requirements to claim Geographical Indications 

Reussir  Economie.gouv  Economie Matina  Sud Ouest Midi 
Libre 

 
France 

 
Herbs and spices 

 

IPR – Intellectual property 
rights 
Mislabelling 
Replacement/ dilution/ 
addition/ removal 
Unapproved treatment 
and/or process 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Coimbatore/over-13-tonnes-of-adulterated-sago-products-seized/article35905234.ece
https://www.gov.br/agricultura/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/mapa-apreende-173-mil-litros-de-bebidas-com-indicios-de-fraude
https://www.gov.br/agricultura/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/empresas-falsificadoras-de-certificado-fitossanitario-sao-alvo-da-operacao-fitofake-do-mapa-e-pf
https://www.bemparana.com.br/noticia/ministerio-da-agricultura-e-pf-deflagram-operacao-contra-fraude-na-exportacao-146
https://www.opovo.com.br/noticias/economia/2021/08/23/ministerio-da-agricultura-e-pf-deflagram-operacao-contra-fraude-na-exportacao.html
https://istoe.com.br/ministerio-da-agricultura-e-pf-deflagram-operacao-contra-fraude-na-exportacao-2/
https://jornaldebrasilia.com.br/noticias/brasil/ministerio-da-agricultura-e-pf-deflagram-operacao-contra-fraude-na-exportacao/
https://economia.uol.com.br/noticias/estadao-conteudo/2021/08/23/ministerio-da-agricultura-e-pf-deflagram-operacao-contra-fraude-na-exportacao.htm
https://g1.globo.com/df/distrito-federal/noticia/2021/08/23/pf-faz-operacao-contra-fraudes-em-certificados-do-ministerio-da-agricultura-para-exportacao-de-cafe-arroz-e-pimenta.ghtml
https://www.diariodeavila.es/Noticia/ZDA5146E7-D71D-868C-C586B69FAB56E65B/202108/Pistachos-del-Sol-provoca-un-tsunami-en-Europa
https://www.latribunadealbacete.es/noticia/ZDA5146E7-D71D-868C-C586B69FAB56E65B/202108/pistachos-del-sol-provoca-un-tsunami-en-europa
https://andaluciainformacion.es/espana/991594/pistachos-del-sol-provoca-un-tsunami-en-europa-con-un-presunto-pistacho-ecologico-falso/
https://www.elperiodicoextremadura.com/comunicaciones-empresas/2021/08/25/pistachos-sol-provoca-tsunami-europa-56523135.html
https://www.elperiodicoextremadura.com/comunicaciones-empresas/2021/08/25/pistachos-sol-provoca-tsunami-europa-56523135.html
https://www.laopinioncoruna.es/comunicaciones-empresas/2021/08/25/pistachos-sol-provoca-tsunami-europa-56523127.html
https://www.eldia.es/comunicaciones-empresas/2021/08/25/pistachos-sol-provoca-tsunami-europa-56523126.html
https://www.levante-emv.com/economia/empresas-y-responsabilidad-social/2021/08/25/pistachos-sol-provoca-tsunami-europa-56523136.html
https://www.diaridegirona.cat/comunicacio-empresarial/2021/08/25/pistachos-sol-provoca-tsunami-europa-56523210.html
https://www.diaridegirona.cat/comunicacio-empresarial/2021/08/25/pistachos-sol-provoca-tsunami-europa-56523210.html
https://www.elperiodicodearagon.com/comunicaciones-empresas/2021/08/25/pistachos-sol-provoca-tsunami-europa-56523133.html
https://www.diariocordoba.com/comunicaciones-empresas/2021/08/25/pistachos-sol-provoca-tsunami-europa-56523132.html
https://www.emporda.info/empreses-a-emporda/2021/08/25/pistachos-sol-provoca-tsunami-europa-56523212.html
https://www.diariodeburgos.es/Noticia/ZDA5146E7-D71D-868C-C586B69FAB56E65B/202108/Pistachos-del-Sol-provoca-un-tsunami-en-Europa
https://www.diariodeburgos.es/Noticia/ZDA5146E7-D71D-868C-C586B69FAB56E65B/202108/Pistachos-del-Sol-provoca-un-tsunami-en-Europa
https://www.vozpopuli.com/economia_y_finanzas/pistachos-sol-ecologico-falso.html
https://www.diariopalentino.es/Noticia/ZDA5146E7-D71D-868C-C586B69FAB56E65B/202108/Pistachos-del-Sol-provoca-un-tsunami-en-Europa
https://www.libremercado.com/2021-08-25/pistachos-del-sol-provoca-un-tsunami-en-europa-con-un-presunto-pistacho-ecologico-falso-6811907/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:%20libertaddigital/economia%20(Libre%20Mercado)
https://www.elnacional.cat/es/gastronomia/pistachos-sol-provoca-tsunami-presunto-pistacho-ecologico-falso_639233_102.html
https://www.elnacional.cat/es/gastronomia/pistachos-sol-provoca-tsunami-presunto-pistacho-ecologico-falso_639233_102.html
https://www.freshplaza.es/article/9349402/la-principal-comercializadora-espanola-de-frutos-secos-es-investigada-por-un-posible-fraude-alimentario/
https://www.diariodeavila.es/Noticia/ZDA5146E7-D71D-868C-C586B69FAB56E65B/202108/Pistachos-del-Sol-provoca-un-tsunami-en-Europa
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/three-milk-shops-fined-for-selling-adulterate-1335121.html
https://www.reussir.fr/lesmarches/epices-la-qualite-sameliore-mais-des-anomalies-persistent
https://www.economie.gouv.fr/dgccrf/qualite-des-epices-une-enquete-de-la-dgccrf-constate-une-amelioration-de-la-qualite-des-0
http://www.economiematin.fr/news-epices-non-conformes-fraudes-arnaques-dgccrf-france
https://www.sudouest.fr/economie/conso-distribution/les-epices-vendues-en-france-sont-de-meilleure-qualite-mais-les-anomalies-persistent-5681955.php
https://www.midilibre.fr/2021/09/02/poivre-qui-nen-est-pas-pedoncules-broyes-safran-non-conforme-que-renferment-vraiment-nos-pots-depices-9764550.php
https://www.midilibre.fr/2021/09/02/poivre-qui-nen-est-pas-pedoncules-broyes-safran-non-conforme-que-renferment-vraiment-nos-pots-depices-9764550.php
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An overview of blockchain-based traceability in food supply chains 
 

World 

An online review highlights advantages and limitations of using blockchain-based solutions 

to improve the traceability of the food supply chains.  

TIM 

 

Food 

   

Review on rice fraud 
 

World 

An online review discusses the fraudulent practices affecting the rice sector, with a special 

focus on analytical techniques. 

Trends in Food Science & Technology 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

   

New reference material for wine from JRC 
 

EU 

The JRC just released a Certified Reference Material (CRM) to verify the authenticity of wines, 

replacing the previous batch that was sold out due to the high demand. 

JRC Agronews Castilla y Leon   

 
Wine 

   

Dual quality food in Hungary 
 

Hungary 

The National Food Chain Safety Office of Hungary detected differences in 25.6% of food 
products analysed from Hungary, Germany and Austria. 
Telex Daily News Hungary Wienerzeitung 

 
Food 

   

Fake certifications under scrutiny in China 
 

China 

The Chinese authorities have launched a three-month campaign (between mid-July and mid-
September 2021) targeting fake certifications for food and other products sold online via e-
commerce websites. Apparently, fake certifications may be bought online without any need 
for sampling or testing. 
Food Navigator 

 
Food 

   

Fighting IUU fishing in USA 
 

USA 

An online journal discusses the future US strategy to tackle illegal, unreported and 
unregulated (IUU) fishing. 
American Security Project 

 
Bivalve molluscs and 
products thereof 
Cephalopods and 

products thereof 

Crustaceans and products 

thereof 

Fish and fish products 

Gastropods 

   

Tea and herbs: guidelines against food fraud 
 

EU 

Tea & Herbal Infusions Europe (THIE) has published best practice guidelines to support food 
business operators in tackling fraudulent and malicious activities across their supply chains. 
THIE  Nutra Ingredients   

 
Cocoa and cocoa 

preparations, coffee and 

tea 

Herbs and spices 

   

Consultation on boat-to-plate traceability in Canada 
 

Canada 

The Government of Canada has launched a consultation on their strategy covering boat-to-
plate traceability in order to tackle frauds in the seafood sector. 
Canada.gov ENG FR 

 
Bivalve molluscs and 
products thereof 
Cephalopods and 

Other interesting articles 

https://timreview.ca/article/1446
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0924224421004167
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/news/wine-fraud-how-genuine-your-wine
https://www.agronewscastillayleon.com/el-centro-comun-de-investigacion-de-la-ue-ha-lanzado-una-nueva-herramienta-para-verificar-la
https://telex.hu/tudomany/2021/07/29/az-elelmiszerek-negyede-teljesen-mas-minosegu-egy-osztrak-es-egy-magyar-boltban
https://dailynewshungary.com/eu-dual-food-quality-hungary-tastes-different/
https://www.wienerzeitung.at/themen/recht/recht/2111771-Wenn-Limonade-nicht-gleich-Limonade-ist.html
https://www.foodnavigator-asia.com/Article/2021/08/04/China-food-safety-sweep-Government-launches-three-month-crackdown-on-online-counterfeits-fake-certifications#.YQrrZ9LW5U8.twitter
https://www.americansecurityproject.org/what-you-need-to-know-about-the-u-s-interagency-working-group-on-iuu-fishing/
https://thie-online.eu/files/thie/docs/THIE%20Food%20Fraud%20Best%20Practice%20Guidance%2024062021_Final.pdf
https://www.nutraingredients.com/Article/2021/08/12/Tea-trade-group-provides-best-practice-advice-to-combat-fraud
https://www.canada.ca/en/food-inspection-agency/news/2021/08/government-of-canada-launches-consultation-on-boat-to-plate-traceability-for-fish-and-seafood-products.html
https://www.canada.ca/fr/agence-inspection-aliments/nouvelles/2021/08/le-gouvernement-du-canada-lance-une-consultation-sur-la-tracabilite-du-bateau-a-la-table-des-produits-de-poissons-et-de-fruits-de-mer.html
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Mirage News 
Yahoo! Finance 
Securing Industry 
 

products thereof 

Crustaceans and products 

thereof 

Fish and fish products 

Gastropods 

   

The influence of the Covid-19 pandemic over food fraud 
 

World 

An online article summarizes some recent reports and trends suggesting increased 
vulnerabilities across the food supply chains, following the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Supply Chain Brain 

 
Food 

   

New 2020 RASFF Annual Report 
 

EU 

The European Commission has published the new 2020 Annual Report dedicated to the Rapid 
Alert System for Food and Feed (RASFF). A total of 3862 notifications of food or feed risks 
were reported by the Member States to the European Commission last year. 
DG SANTE  Food Safety News  

 
Food 

Feed 

Food contact materials 

   

Food fraud: 10 years after the academic definition 
 

World 

An online journal highlights the contribution of vulnerability assessments and private 
standards in fighting food frauds at company level. 
Food Safety 

 
Food 

   

Alcohol most counterfeited product in India 
 

India 

The Authentication Solution Providers’ Association (ASPA) published the report The State of 
Counterfeiting in India – 2021, highlighting that alcoholic beverages were the most 
counterfeited ones, with a 34% increase from 2019 to 2020. 
Food Navigator 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

Wine 

   
WWF report on shark meat 

 
World  

A recent report from WWF highlights that EU accounts for 22% of the global shark meat 

trade. Illegal trade in shark and ray meat was valued as US $2.6 billion between 2012 and 

2019. Today, almost 500 shark and ray species are threatened with extinction. 

WWF  WWF Report EUbusiness  

 
Fish and fish products 

 

The European Commission’s science and knowledge service 
Joint Research Centre 

 

 

Copyrights pictures: 
©graletta– stock.adobe.com 
©Alex White – stock.adobe.com 
©UBE – stock.adobe.com 
©Africa Studio – stock.adobe.com 

If you wish to receive a notification whenever any new Food Fraud Monthly Report is published on our Knowledge Centre for Food 
Fraud and Quality (KC-FFQ) website, please register here: K4P Newsroom.  

For any comments, questions or feedback feel free to contact us via the K4P feedback form. 

https://www.miragenews.com/canada-launches-consultation-on-boat-to-plate-613542/
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/government-canada-launches-consultation-boat-203900836.html
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/after-damning-fraud-report-canada-looks-at-seafood-traceability/s104/a13793/#.YSY9MedS_E8
https://www.supplychainbrain.com/blogs/1-think-tank/post/33484-food-fraud-is-getting-worse-industry-groups-warn
https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/rasff-food-and-feed-safety-alerts/reports-and-publications_en
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/08/ethylene-oxide-recalls-dominate-report/
https://www.food-safety.com/articles/7297-ten-years-later-defining-food-fraud-and-envisioning-the-future
https://www.foodnavigator-asia.com/Article/2021/07/20/COVID-19-exploitation-Alcohol-in-India-tops-2020-list-of-most-counterfeited-product-cases-as-criminals-cash-in-on-crisis
https://updates.panda.org/global-trade-in-shark-and-ray-meat-feeds-the-ocean-crisis
https://wwfeu.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/a4_shark_2021_low.pdf
https://www.eubusiness.com/Members/WWF/shark-meat-trade
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/food-fraud-quality_en
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/food-fraud-quality_en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/user-subscriptions/2254/create
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/give-us-feedback_en?reported_page=/food-fraud-quality_en&destination=/food-fraud-quality_en&related_knowledge_service=5
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