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The Italian Carabinieri, supported by Europol within the context of operation OPSON IX, dismantled 
a criminal organisation counterfeiting high-value wines. Counterfeiters filled empty wine bottles 
from expensive wine brands with cheap wines and later-on sold them online as premium products 
in Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Spain and the United States. 
Europol 30/06/2020 
Securing Industry 01/07/2020  

 Italy 

 
Wine  

 
Intellectual property 
rights infringement 

   
Authorities in Spain and Italy discovered a potential huge scandal in the wine sector, as two of 
Spain’s biggest wine companies may have counterfeited young wine as aged Crianza, Reserva and 
Gran Reserva Valdepeñas PDO.  
El Economista 26/06/2020 
El Espanol 28/06/2020  
Wine Searcher 01/07/2020 
20 minutos - El Digital 06/07/2020 
El Economista - El Espanol 09/07/2020 
El Espanol - El Economista 10/07/2020 
CLM 24 16/07/2020  

 Spain 

 
Wine 

 
Intellectual property 
rights infringement 

   
A collaboration between the Conseil interprofessionnel du vin de Bordeaux (CIVB) and the Shanghai 
authorities led to the seizure of 10 000 counterfeited Bordeaux wine bottles offered in China. 
Globally speaking, the Chinese market is the largest one for Bordeaux wines. 
Securing Industry 30/06/2020 
The drinks business 26/06/2020  

 China 

 
Wine 

 
Intellectual property 
rights infringement 

   
The Coast Guard seized 1 600 kg of fish products destined for Germany due to lacking the 
necessary traceability documentation and labels. 
Cesena Today 01/07/2020  
Venezia Today 01/07/2020 

 
Italy 

 
Fish and fish products 

 
Missing documents 

   

All over the Italian territory, the Carabinieri seized 175 000 eggs because of lack of the proper 
traceability documentation. 
Carabinieri 03/07/2020  
ANSA 03/07/2020 

 
Italy 

 
Eggs and egg products 

 
Missing documents 

Food Fraud Cases 

https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/fake-wines-sold-under-expensive-italian-labels-market
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/italian-police-take-down-premium-wine-counterfeiting-ring/s104/a11912/#.XxFn3SgzZPZ
https://www.eleconomista.es/empresas-finanzas/noticias/10629477/06/20/Valdepenas-admite-un-fraude-en-casi-la-mitad-de-los-vinos-de-crianza-vendidos.html
https://www.elespanol.com/reportajes/20200628/felix-solis-garcia-carrion-bodegueros-amenaza-valdepenas/500950266_0.html
https://www.wine-searcher.com/m/2020/07/huge-wine-frauds-uncovered-in-europe
https://www.20minutos.es/noticia/4315010/0/agricultura-podria-iniciar-nuevos-procesos-sancionadores-en-la-do-valdepenas-y-analiza-los-datos-de-venta-de-2019/
https://www.eldigitalcastillalamancha.es/empresas/709895915/Agricultura-sigue-trabajando-en-las-sanciones-de-la-DO-Valdepenas-para-garantizar-la-calidad-del-vino.html
https://www.eleconomista.es/empresas-finanzas/noticias/10655348/07/20/La-DO-del-vino-de-Valdepenas-a-punto-de-estallar-por-el-fraude-del-etiquetado.html
https://www.elespanol.com/reportajes/20200709/guerra-felix-solis-garcia-carrion-valdepenas-crucial/503700959_0.html
https://www.elespanol.com/reportajes/20200710/felix-solis-garcia-carrion-acuerdo-do-valdepenas/504200606_0.html
https://ecodiario.eleconomista.es/empresas-finanzas/noticias/10659835/07/20/La-DO-de-Valdepenas-echa-al-alcalde-de-la-presidencia-y-pacta-mas-control.html
https://www.clm24.es/articulo/ciudad-real/vino-alertan-peligro-real-desaparicion-denominacion-origen-valdepenas-urgen-solucion/20200716192247286476.html
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/bordeaux-wine-body-wins-key-counterfeit-lawsuit-in-china/s104/a11909/#.XxFjbigzZPZ
https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/2020/06/civb-wins-landmark-case-over-fake-bordeaux-in-china/
http://www.cesenatoday.it/cronaca/irregolarita-e-violazioni-sequestrata-una-tonnellata-e-mezzo-di-pesce-destinato-all-export.html
http://www.veneziatoday.it/cronaca/sequestro-pesce-venezia-ravenna.html
http://www.carabinieri.it/cittadino/informazioni/comunicati-stampa/controlli-aziende-avicole.-175.000-uova-sequestarte
https://www.ansa.it/canale_terraegusto/notizie/cibo_e_salute/2020/07/03/alimentare-sequestrate-175mila-uova-mancanza-tracciabilita_6df443fe-4222-435f-800f-9c1405e690c1.html
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The Agencia de Gestión Agraria y Pesquera de Andalucía seized 9  tonnes of anchovies lacking the 
required traceability documentation, probably fished illegally without respecting the legal quotas. 
Gente 06/07/2020  

 

Spain 

 

Fish and fish products 

 

Missing documents 

   
In India, eighteen biofertilizer units and instant tea factories have been closed after the official 
authorities discovered that tea waste (e.g. tea sweepings, tea fluff, tea fibre or tea stalks), 
supplied by the biofertilizer units, was utilised to adulterate instant tea products. 
The Hindu 07/07/2020 

 

India 

 

Non-alcoholic 
beverages 

 

Replacement/ dilution/ 
addition/ removal in 
product 

   
According to an agriculture ministry’s study, local milk sold in Thimphu and Paro was adulterated 
with water. Such practice may increase safety risks for consumers as well. 
Milk was improperly packaged in recycled plastic mineral water bottles. 
Kuensel 08/07/2020 

 

Kingdom of Bhutan 

 

Milk and milk products 
Food contact materials 

 

Replacement/ dilution/ 
addition/ removal in 
product 

   
The Punjab Food Authority (PFA) performed a number of official controls closing and fining 
criminal activities all over their territory. They discovered a manufacturing plant producing snacks 
with expired ingredients such as rancid oil, spices and artificial flavours. Five milk shops were 
closed for selling milk adulterated with polluted water. In another operation, the PFA team 
discarded almost 3 300 litres of adulterated milk, 375 litres of beverages, 75 kg of cream, 200 
gutka packets, 207 kg of red chilli and 20 of kg spices. 
The News 09/07/2020 

 

India 

 

Prepared dishes and 
snacks 
Milk and milk products 
Herbs and spices 

Non-alcoholic 
beverages 

 

Replacement/ dilution/ 
addition/ removal in 
product 

Unapproved treatment 
and/or process 

   

The Coast Guard and the Police seized 250 kg of fish products lacking the necessary traceability 
documentation and not compliant with the minimal fish size. Such requirements were established 
to guarantee a sustainable reproduction of the fish populations. 
La Sicilia Web 14/07/2020 

 

Italy 

 

Fish and fish products  

 

Missing documents 

   
The Spanish authorities arrested six people belonging to a criminal organisation producing 
adulterated wine. They utilised isoglucose (e.g. corn syrup) to produce wine and alcoholic drinks 
such as brandy. Their financial and distribution network was located in Spain, Belgium, 
Netherlands, Austria, France, Moldova and Russia. The total value of the fraud is estimated in 97 
million euros. 
La Cerca 15/07/2020 
CLM 24 15/07/2020 
Agroinformacion 15/07/2020 

 
Spain 

 
Alcoholic beverages 
Wine 

 
Unapproved treatment 
and/or process 
Forgery 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

http://www.gentedigital.es/huelva/noticia/2918526/sucesos--la-junta-decomisa-nueve-toneladas-de-boquerones-en-punta-umbria/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Coimbatore/licences-of-18-biofertilizer-units-and-instant-tea-factories-cancelled/article32015904.ece
https://kuenselonline.com/adulteration-of-milk-common-in-thimphu-and-paro-study/
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/684009-pfa-seals-21-food-points-for-rules-violations
https://www.lasiciliaweb.it/2020/07/14/sequestrati-250-chili-di-pesce-alla-pescheria/
https://www.lacerca.com/noticias/castilla_la_mancha/vino-alcohol-c-madrid-fraude-roza-100-millones-2-517822-1.html
https://www.clm24.es/articulo/ciudad-real/suceso-estafa-banda-desarticulan-organizacion-fabricaba-vino-zumos-licores-adulterados/20200715140909286345.html
https://www.clm24.es/articulo/ciudad-real/suceso-estafa-banda-desarticulan-organizacion-fabricaba-vino-zumos-licores-adulterados/20200715140909286345.html
https://agroinformacion.com/desarticulan-una-organizacion-que-fabricaba-vino-zumos-y-licores-adulterados-para-importar-con-varias-bodegas-implicadas/
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The Italian Carabinieri seized 800 kg of food products (mostly meat, but also bread, sweets, 
cheese, baby food, legumes) and wine all over the Province of Naples. Besides lacking the required 
traceability documentation, in many cases the hygienic conditions were not compliant with the 
legislation. 
Napoli Today 15/07/2020  
Fanpage 15/07/2020 

 
Italy 

 
Cereals and bakery 
products 
Confectionery 
Fruits and vegetables 
Meat and meat 
products (other than 
poultry) 
Milk and milk products 
Poultry meat and 
poultry meat products 
Wine 

 
Missing documents 

   

Europol and EUIPO coordinated the operation OPSON IX (December 2019 – June 2020) with the 
support of the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF), the EU Commission, national authorities and 
private sectors partners. The operation dismantled 19 food fraud organised crime groups, 
involving 406 arrests. The most counterfeited products include milk and dairy products, wine and 
alcoholic beverages, olive oil, vanilla, saffron, and horse meat, for a total value of €28 million. 
Europol - EUIPO - Interpol - OLAF - Quotidiano Sanità - Dairy Reporter 22/07/2020 
IDW Online  - Securing Industry 22/07/2020 
Food Safety News  - Farmers Weekly 23/07/2020 
New Food Magazine 24/07/2020 
Guardia Civil - Novinite - Radio Huesca – 20 Minutos - La Rioja 25/07/2020 
24 Sapo 27/07/2020 
New Food Magazine - The Press and Journal 28/07/2020 
AFSCA/FAVV - HLN 30/07/2020 
Food Safety News 02/08/2020 
Process Alimentaire 31/08/2020 

 
EU 

 
Alcoholic beverages 
Fats and oils 
Herbs and spices 
Meat and meat 
products (other than 
poultry) 
Milk and milk products 
Wine 

 
Intellectual property 
rights infringement 
Mislabelling 
Missing documents 

   

Between 2015 and 2017 an Auckland business man sold at higher price 3 million eggs 
fraudulently labelled as “free range”, for a total profit of approximately $320 000. 
Stuff 22/07/2020 
RNZ 22/07/2020 

 
New Zealand 

 
Eggs and egg products 

 
Mislabelling 

   
The Italian authorities seized 6 700 eggs lacking the required traceability documentation and 
stored in hygiene conditions not compliant with the legislation. 
Salute Gov 22/07/2020 
 

 
Italy 

 
Eggs and egg products 

 
Missing documents 

   

The Italian authorities seized almost 98 tonnes of organic almonds, lacking the required 
traceability documentation. The total value of the seized products is estimated to be 753 000 
Euros. 
Meridio News 24/07/2020 

 
Italy 

 
Nuts, nut products and 
seeds 

 
Missing documents 

   

The Kuwait authorities arrested a fraudster manufacturing alcoholic beverages with alcohol 
intended for perfumes, not for producing alcoholic beverages. Four persons have already died and 
six are in critical conditions. 
The Nation Online 25/07/2020 

 
Kuwait 

 
Wine 

 
Unapproved treatment 
and/or process 

   

http://www.napolitoday.it/cronaca/sequestro-alimenti-napoli-provincia-luglio-2020.html
https://www.fanpage.it/napoli/mezza-tonnellata-di-carne-di-origine-sconosciuta-in-macelleria-arrivano-i-carabinieri/
https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/320-tonnes-of-potentially-dangerous-dairy-products-taken-market-in-operation-opson-ix-targeting-food-fraud
https://euipo.europa.eu/ohimportal/en/web/guest/news/-/action/view/5896264
https://www.interpol.int/News-and-Events/News/2020/Food-fraud-in-times-of-COVID-19
https://ec.europa.eu/anti-fraud/media-corner/news/22-07-2020/more-1m-litres-counterfeit-wine-and-alcoholic-beverages-seized-under_bg
http://www.quotidianosanita.it/cronache/articolo.php?articolo_id=87216
https://www.dairyreporter.com/Article/2020/07/22/International-food-fraud-operation-nets-320-tonnes-of-dodgy-dairy-products?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS
https://idw-online.de/de/news751570
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/latest-food-fraud-crackdown-results-in-more-than-400-arrests/s104/a12043/#.Xxv1s54zZPY
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2020/07/food-and-drink-worth-40-million-seized-in-operation-opson/
https://www.fwi.co.uk/news/crime/illegal-horsemeat-seized-from-slaughterhouses-in-ireland
https://www.newfoodmagazine.com/news/114931/12000-tonnes-of-fraudulent-food-seized-in-annual-opson-operation/
https://www.guardiacivil.es/es/prensa/noticias/7543.html
https://www.novinite.com/articles/205433/More+Than+%2440+million+Worth+of++Potentially+Dangerous+Food+and+Drink+Seized+in+Operation+in+Throughout+Europe
https://www.radiohuesca.com/comarcas/la-guardia-civil-de-huesca-participa-en-una-macrooperacion-contra-el-fraude-alimentario-25072020-142404.html
https://www.20minutos.es/noticia/4335513/0/inspeccionados-doce-comercios-riojanos-por-la-guardia-civil-en-una-operacion-contra-el-fraude-alimentario/?autoref=true
https://www.larioja.com/la-rioja/detectadas-irregularidades-etiquetado-20200725135255-nt.html?ref=https:%2F%2Fwww.larioja.com%2Fla-rioja%2Fdetectadas-irregularidades-etiquetado-20200725135255-nt.html
https://24.sapo.pt/atualidade/artigos/operacao-internacional-contra-fraude-alimentar-apreendeu-12-mil-toneladas-de-produtos
https://www.newfoodmagazine.com/article/115243/food-fraud/
https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/business/farming/2368154/horsemeat-seized-at-slaughterhouses/
http://www.favv.be/professionnels/publications/presse/2020/2020-07-30.asp
http://www.favv.be/professionelen/publicaties/pers/2020/2020-07-30.asp
https://www.hln.be/nieuws/binnenland/belgie-leidt-internationale-strijd-tegen-illegaal-geproduceerd-paardenvlees%7Ea071c0a9/?referer=https%3A%2F%2Fmedisys.newsbrief.eu%2Fmedisys%2Falertedition%2Fen%2FFoodAdulteration.html
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2020/08/national-agencies-give-detail-on-opson-operations/
https://www.processalimentaire.com/qualite/la-fraude-alimentaire-en-recrudescence-selon-interpol-et-europol?sso=1599033150
https://www.stuff.co.nz/business/122206944/12-months-home-detention-for-freerange-egg-fraud
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/421732/home-detention-for-selling-caged-eggs-as-free-range
http://www.salute.gov.it/portale/news/p3_2_1_2_1.jsp?lingua=italiano&menu=notizie&p=nas&id=1961
https://meridionews.it/articolo/88593/sequestrate-98-tonnellate-di-mandorle-biologiche-merce-dellazienda-di-ragusa-valeva-753mila-euro/
https://thenationonlineng.net/four-die-six-others-in-critical-condition-after-consuming-adulterated-wine/
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The control authorities of the Spanish region of Murcia found that 40% of extra-virgin olive oil 
bottles were subject to fraud. In 15% of the cases, quality was inferior to that claimed on the 
label. In 25% of the cases, labels were incomplete or nutritional information were incorrect. 
La Verdad 27/07/2020  

 
Spain 

 
Fats and oils 

 
Mislabelling 

   

The Central Port Authority, after performing almost 1 200 official controls, seized more than 6 
000 kg of fish products illegally fished without any authorisation. Half of the seized seafood was 
red tuna (3 000 kg). Total fines amount to almost 140 000 euros. 
Giornale di Sicilia 31/07/2020 

 
Italy 

 
Fish and fish products 

 
Missing documents 

   

The Italian finance police seized 900 kg of fish products lacking the necessary traceability 
documentation and directed to restaurants in other Regions. 
Venezia Today 10/08/2020  

 
Italy 

 
Fish and fish products 

 
Missing documents 

   
The Spanish Civil Guard arrested three men for mislabelling 12 tonnes of sea bream and sea bass. 
The origin of the fish products was changed from Turkey to Spain, and the expiration date was 
falsified. As such fraud may pose a serious threat to the health of the consumers, the seized 
products were destroyed. 
Las Provincias - La Razon 17/08/2020 
HNA - FNP 21/08/2020 

 
Spain 

 
Fish and fish products 

 
Mislabelling 

   

According to a Mexican study from the Cuautitlán School of Higher Studies, 20% (3 out of 15) of 
commercial tuna cans contain dolphin meat. Although such fraud does not pose any risk for 
consumers, dolphin meat was not declared on the label and the species is protected and 
endangered. 
Expreso - Web24 23/08/2020 
Explica - 24/08/2020 
Infobae 25/08/2020 
Undercurrent News 27/08/2020 

 
Mexico 

 
Fish and fish products 

 
Replacement/ dilution/ 
addition/ removal in 
product 

   
   
 
 

02/07/2020 – Food crime in UK: a review 
 

UK 

A recent article published on MDPI provides an analysis of UK regulations and reports 
covering food crime, highlighting strengths and weaknesses of the current approach, 
and the risk of increased food fraud cases following Brexit. 
MDPI 

 
Food 

   

02/07/2020 – Spices sector affected by the Covid-19 pandemic, according to Codex 
Alimentarius  

World 

According to the Codex Committee on Spices and Culinary Herbs (CCSCH) Secretariat, 
the world’s spices sector was severely disrupted by the Covid-19 pandemic; notably, 
laboratories could not perform as many testing as before, and consequently ensuring 
quality of products is more challenging. 
Codex Alimentarius 

 
Herbs and spices 

   

   

Other interesting articles 

https://www.laverdad.es/murcia/aceite-oliva-virgen-20200727074256-nt.html?ref=https:%2F%2Fmedisys.newsbrief.eu%2Fmedisys%2Falertedition%2Fen%2FFoodAdulteration.html
https://gds.it/articoli/cronaca/2020/07/31/maxiblitz-tra-termini-e-mazara-sequestrati-seimila-chili-di-pesce-multe-per-137mila-euro-c87f60ff-5a2d-4e92-8efb-de6e9303618b/
https://www.veneziatoday.it/cronaca/pesce-illegale-sequestro-romea-agosto-2020.html
https://www.lasprovincias.es/alicante/incautan-alicante-cerca-20200817113131-nt.html
https://www.larazon.es/sociedad/20200817/etnimodskfc65oofof6njrtv5q.html
https://www.hna.de/welt/alicante-spanien-fisch-betrug-frisch-tuerkei-herkunft-verfallsdatum-polizei-beamten-fischfabrik-costa-blanca-zr-90027841.html?cmp=defrss
https://www.fnp.de/welt/alicante-spanien-fisch-betrug-frisch-tuerkei-herkunft-verfallsdatum-polizei-beamten-fischfabrik-costa-blanca-zr-90027841.html
https://expreso.press/2020/08/23/encuentran-carne-de-delfin-en-latas-de-atun-en-mexico/
https://www.web24.news/u/2020/08/dolphin-meat-discovered-in-tuna-cans-in-mexico.html
https://www.explica.co/unam-researchers-discovered-dolphin-meat-in-canned-tuna/
https://www.infobae.com/america/mexico/2020/08/24/investigadores-de-la-unam-descubrieron-carne-de-delfin-en-atun-enlatado/
https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2020/08/27/mexican-food-fraud-study-suggests-dna-from-dolphins-other-species-found-in-canned-tuna/
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0760/9/7/112
http://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/news-and-events/news-details/en/c/1296374/


 

  July-August 2020 – JRC Food Fraud Monthly Report  5/7    

©
 E

ur
op

ea
n 

U
ni

on
, 2

02
0 

03/07/2020 – Scotland warns consumers against food frauds 
 

UK 

The Food Standards Scotland released a short guidance in order to prevent consumers 
from falling victims to fraudulent activities, probably increasing during the Covid-19 
pandemic. 
Food Standards Gov 
Food Manufacture 
Food Navigator 

 
Food 

   

07/07/2020 – Automatic detection of adulterated milk 
 

Netherlands/ Switzerland 

A joint effort of two Dutch and a Swiss companies may allow the automatic and rapid 
detection of adulterated milk based on an innovative platform, comprising an 
integrated hardware and dedicated software. 
Dairy Reporter 
Securing Industry 

 
Milk and milk products 

   

08/07/2020 – Shark meat served to unaware consumers in the Mediterranean 
 

Mediterranean 

Shark populations are shrinking in the Mediterranean due to overfishing, and almost 
40 shark species found in the Mediterranean are at risk of extinction. Shark meat is 
often served to consumers unknowingly, or either fraudulently marketed as more 
expensive species (e.g. swordfish). The 14th of July is celebrated as the Shark 
Awareness Day. 
The Guardian 
RTP 
Corriere 
Catania Oggi 

 
Fish and fish products 

   

14/07/2020 – New EU Food Fraud Network meeting report available online 
 

EU 

DG SANTE published the new report of the last EU Food Fraud Network meeting in 
May. The report highlights two sectors affected by fraud: the illegal trade of bivalve 
molluscs (connected to recent foodborne outbreaks), and the export of animal by-
products containing ruminant DNA.  
DG SANTE website 
Food Safety News 

 
Bivalve molluscs and products 
thereof 
Feed materials 

   

14/07/2020 – Advantages of NMR techniques to detect frauds in the honey sector 
 

World 

As the global beehives number seems stable, but exports are significantly increasing 
all over the world, frauds in the honey sector are expected to rise in future. The article 
highlights the advantages of the NMR techniques over more conventional ones in 
detecting adulterated honey. 
Labmate 

 
Honey and royal jelly 

   

15/07/2020 – Milk in Kenya significantly adulterated with water 
 

Kenya 

According to an article published on Food Control, 16.7% of milk samples collected in 
Kenya were diluted with water. Hygiene requirements were not met, as researchers 
found almost 50% of the samples contaminated by dangerous bacteria. 
Food Control 

 
Milk and milk products 

   

   

   

   

https://www.foodstandards.gov.scot/news-and-alerts/food-standards-scotland-urges-consumers-to-lookout-for-tell-tale-signs-of-f
https://www.foodstandards.gov.scot/news-and-alerts/food-standards-scotland-urges-consumers-to-lookout-for-tell-tale-signs-of-f
https://www.foodmanufacture.co.uk/Article/2020/07/07/Coronavirus-Food-fraud-concerns-businesses-urged-to-be-vigilant?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2020/07/07/Regulator-warns-on-food-fraud-risk-COVID-19-has-created-potential-opportunities-for-unscrupulous-traders-to-cut-corners?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS
https://www.dairyreporter.com/Article/2020/07/07/New-partnership-strives-to-tackle-milk-fraud-with-automated-testing-platform?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/alliance-sets-its-sights-on-milk-fraud-with-testing-platform/s104/a11957/#.XwxjPCgzZPY
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jul/08/seafood-why-your-mediterranean-swordfish-might-actually-be-shark
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jul/08/seafood-why-your-mediterranean-swordfish-might-actually-be-shark
https://www.rtp.pt/noticias/mundo/tubarao-por-espadarte-a-fraude-que-engana-milhares-de-consumidores_n1243419
https://www.corriere.it/animali/20_luglio_14/a-rischio-piu-meta-80-specie-squali-mediterraneo-che-mangiamo-nostra-insaputa-1532c5bc-c5bb-11ea-9728-f13f72535a3f.shtml
https://www.cataniaoggi.it/sostenibilita/zuppa-di-pinne-e-frodi-se-la-salvezza-degli-squali-si-gioca-a-tavola_49509
https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/safety/docs/food-fraud-reports_20200513_minutes.pdf
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2020/07/eu-calls-for-action-on-alleged-illegal-trade-of-bivalve-mollusks/
https://www.labmate-online.com/article/mass-spectrometry-and-spectroscopy/41/bruker-biospin-group/tackling-the-fraudsters-using-nmr-to-detect-adulterated-honey/2780
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0956713520303984?dgcid=rss_sd_all
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16/07/2020 – Poor ocean governance permits illegal fishing 
 

World 

Nature Food highlights the need to strengthen ocean governance in order to fight 
illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing, recognised as a threat to food 
security and the livelihood of rural communities. Illegal operators often forge 
fraudulent documents to hide their activities. 
Nature Food   
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22/07/2020 – Food fraud dramatically rising in the African continent 
 

Africa 

According to some recent studies, almost 50% of all goods (including food) consumed 
in Africa may be counterfeited, with dramatic consequences on human health. 
Mondaq 

 
Food 

   

24/07/2020 – New policy guide on seafood names produced by U.S. FDA 
 

USA 

The United Stated Food and Drug Administration (FDA) released a new guide targeting 
seafood operators and listing the “acceptable market names for domestic and 
imported vertebrate and invertebrate seafood” as well as correct labelling instructions. 
FDA 
The National Law Review 
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28/07/2020 – 2.3 billion euros of damage from fraudulent alcoholic beverages, 
according to EUIPO  

EU 

Fraud in the wine and spirits sector is damaging the EU economy for a total value of 
2.3 billion euros, according to the most recent 2020 EUIPO report. WineNews 
estimates that 20% of wine bottles are fake around the world. 
EUIPO 
Wine News 
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29/07/2020 – Adulteration in the wine sector is frequently, according to an Italian NGO 
 

Italy 

The NGO Fareambiente, in collaboration with the Italian authorities, released their new 
2020 Report on Food Fraud. The wine sector seems to be subject to frauds more than 
others. 
Askanews    
Corriere Quotidiano 
Umbria Journal 
Umbria 24 
Agri Food Today 
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03/08/2020 – A review on whisky adulteration 
 

World 

A recent review, published on MDPI, provides an overview of whisky production and 
common methodologies applied to detect related adulterations. 
MDPI 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

   

05/08/2020 – Artificial intelligence applied to beeswax adulteration 
 

EU 

A recent publication, independently developed by EFSA and JRC staff members, 
investigates the potential of machine learning techniques to identify and track 
emerging risks from beeswax adulteration in the media. 
Food Control 
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https://www.nature.com/articles/s43016-020-0121-y
http://www.mondaq.com/Article/968276
https://www.fda.gov/media/139978/download
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/fda-issues-final-compliance-policy-guide-use-seafood-list-to-determine-acceptable
https://euipo.europa.eu/ohimportal/en/web/observatory/status-reports-on-ip-infringement#Status_Report_2020
https://winenews.it/it/la-contraffazione-di-vino-spirtits-costa-alle-imprese-ue-23-miliardi-di-euro-allanno_422136/
http://www.askanews.it/cronaca/2020/07/29/pepe-fareambiente-nemmeno-lockdown-ha-fermato-frodi-agroalimentari-pn_20200729_00182/
https://corrierequotidiano.it/ambiente/nas-gdf-cc-rac-polizia-fareambiente-report-frodi-agroalimentari-2020/
https://www.umbriajournal.com/cronaca/illeciti-agroalimentari-in-itlalia-umbria-in-testa-secondo-il-rac-370273/
http://www.umbria24.it/cronaca/umbria-da-record-per-le-frodi-agroalimentari-nel-2019-hanno-pesato-per-15-milioni
https://www.agrifoodtoday.it/attualita/truffa-cibi-anti-coronavirus.html
https://www.mdpi.com/2306-5710/6/3/49
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0956713520303510?dgcid=rss_sd_all
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05/08/2020 – Food fraud compromising food safety in South-East Asia, according to 
WHO  

Asia 

The latest World Health Organization (WHO) report highlights the continuous threats 
posed directly or indirectly by food fraud practices (illegal substitution, mislabelling, 
counterfeiting and adulteration) to food safety in South-East Asia Region. Some 
fraudulent practices are however linked with poverty and limited knowledge or 
awareness. 
WHO 
Food Safety News 

 
Food 

   

13/08/2020 – Increasing food fraud cases in Lower Saxony 
 

Germany 

The 11th report of the Lower Saxony Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Consumer 
Protection highlighted the wine and vanilla sectors as some of the most 
adulterated, according to their data. Consumers mostly complained about 
mislabelling. 
Laves 
Gabot 
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13/08/2020 – Illegal fishing threatens the economic sustainability of Mexican 
fishermen  

Mexico 

According to the organisation Oceana, 30-50% of fishing in Mexican waters is illegal, 
most probably increasing during the Covid-19 pandemic. The organisation highlights a 
lack of trained inspectors, updated legislation and traceability policy in order to tackle 
the problem of illegal fishing, which ultimately affects the livelihood of the Mexican 
fishermen. 
Milenio 
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16/08/2020 – Food fraud terminologies and mitigation guides: a review 
 

World 

A new review provides an overview of the definitions for food fraud and related terms, 
then describing the current prevention and mitigation strategies.  
Food Control 

 
Food 

   

27/08/2020 – United nations-funded project supports fighting against fisheries crime 
 

World 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, together with other international 
partners, launched in 2017 a training programme as part of the “FishNET” project, 
funded by the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (Norad). Fisheries 
crimes have strong social, ecological and economic impacts for local communities. 
UNODC 
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Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflect the frequency of food fraud in a 
particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take any responsibility for the validity 
of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not be regarded as stating an official 
position of the European Commission 
In case you would like to receive a notification whenever our new Food Fraud Monthly Report is published on our Knowledge Centre for 
Food Fraud and Quality (KC-FFQ) website, please give us your consent to be inserted in our distribution list by writing to our functional 
mail box: JRC-EU-KC-FFQ@ec.europa.eu. For any comments, questions or feedback feel free to contact us via the K4P feedback form 
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https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/framework-for-action-on-food-safety-in-the-who-south-east-asia-region
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2020/08/who-framework-targets-improved-food-safety-in-south-east-asia/#more-196275
https://www.gabot.de/ansicht/niedersachsen-hohe-relevanz-des-verbraucherschutzes-405260.html
https://www.milenio.com/estados/pesca-ilegal-oceana-denuncia-aumento-confinamiento
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0956713520304321
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2020/August/unodc-and-partners-foster-transnational-cooperation-to-combat-fisheries-crime.html
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